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PRC: REPUDIATION OF LIN PIAO MOVES. INTO THE OPEN 





The recent revelations to foreigners about Lin Piao's fall -- Mao's RS) 
Gee tgs —, 
* statements and those of Chinese officials in several embassies -- indicate — 
ou ON 
that Peking is now trying to tie up the loose ends from Lin's purge and 
put the internal political situation on a more normal footing.* The ee 
regime's mounting strength and self-confidence have also been signaled by S 
‘ : 4 
the August 1 Army Day editorial and leadership turnout, and by increas~ SS 
ing rumors of an upcoming Central Committee plenum and National Peoples’ 
1 ie = 
Congress. Formidable problems remain, but the regime at last appears to ~~ 
Ss 
be moving into a period of political consolidation -- probably as a re- 
cS 
sult of the top leadership meetings in May and June. = 
ee penne , &> 
Disclosures Focus on Foreign Policy. Perhaps: most significant in S 
the statements to foreigners about Lin's purge was’ the identification i 
-_ 
of foreign policy, implicitly policy toward the US,.as a main issue of 
contention between Mao and Lin. We still believe, and the evidence still 
*Mao's comments concerning Lin's purge, as reported in the press, were made 
to Prime Minister Bandaranaike of Sri Lanka and Foreign Minister Schumann 
of France. 
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strongly indicates, however, that foreign policy furnished only the flash- 
point last fall in a confrontation over primarily domestic questions -- the. 
succession, Lin's growing personal power network, and arny-civilian re- 
lations. The official, if inaccurate, emphasis on foreign policy as a 

big factor in Lin's purge, and Mao's reconfirmation that he stands solidly 
behind the new foreign policy line may, therefore, have been meant to mark 
the line's permanence and further cut the ground eonmunder any remaining 
domestic opponents. 

The revelations as a whole could have been intended to signal to other 
governments Peking's new stability and strength, while sihanctna its image 
of moderation. The regime perhaps also hoped to satisfy, once and for all, 
foreign curiosity about events last September, and to nip in the bud 
_whatever foreign speculation may have been senevated. by the Chinese 
Nationalists’ recent publication of the "571 Beciments With its strong 
criticism of Chairman Mao and intimation of continuing deep division in the 
leadership, the document obviously does not project a desirable image for 
Peking abroad. In contrast to the portrait of Lin in the "571 Document," 
which reportedly led some Chinese to think he was not such a bad fellow 
after all, Lin as discussed with foreigners is a thorough villain, and the 
regime all: the more attractive for having thwarted his schemes. 

No Surprise at Home. All the details disclosed to foreigners, and a 
good many more, have been general knowledge on the mainland for some time 


now, aS a result of secret briefings given cadre and masses since November. 
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Logically (and somewhat anticlimatically), condemnation of Lin by name in the 
domestic press may soon follow the foreign announcements, but should not 
generate any popular shockwaves. 

Display of a Broad and Balanced Leadership. The recent turnout of 
leaders on Army Day was perhaps the best indication are of progress 
toward consolidation. All active Politburo members except Mao appeared, 
in an evident show of unity, as wel] as many former officials disgraced 
and out of sight since the Cultural Revolution. “The turnout seemed to in- 
dicate a compromise or trade-off between military and civilian leaders, 
since former officials from both sectors were present in about equal numbers. 
In most cases, the earlier careers of the rehabilitated figures make 
these men easy to identi fy with the type of moderate policies Peking is 
now pursuing, and their reappearance should boost confidence nationwide 
. that the regime has firmly set its course on a return to normalcy. 

Army Off the Hook... Another sign of stabilization was the Army Day 
editorial, the first joint editorial issued on a traditional occasion in 
many months. It exonerated the PLA of blame in last September's events 
and re-elevated it to honored status as an institution, but carefully 
avoided defining the army's future role in politics or civil administration. 
This question may not yet have been resolved by the leadership, but its 
omission from the editorial accords with other indications that the 
military will be gradually returned to the kind of role it played before 


the Cultural Revolution. 
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But Still Very Much in the Picture. Mao himsel ¢ apparently was less 


tactful in his interviews with two foreign guests the week before and, 
indeed,implicated some army men in Lin's plot. According to the Chairman, 
Lin attempted to install a "military dictatorship" in China by “infiltrating” 
his partisans into key organs of state power and by hammertig party re- 
construction, which would have threatened army control. Mao's disclosures 
seem to confirm the theory of some Western analysts that the conflict 

last September occurred in largely civilian- -versus-mi litary terms, and was 
precipitated in part by the growing insertion of Lin "protégés" in key 

posts across the country. 

Except at the very top in Peking, however, most presumed former Lin | 
supporters still hold their jobs -- as do, more generally, almost all 
military men on party and revolutionary eaiiid Gtaas everyunares Mao's 
statements may be read, therefore, as an admission of continuing tension 
in the country, as well as a forecast of what he hopes is to come. 

Party Plenum Imminent? The first formal effort to redress the 
military-civilian balance of power and deal with other leadership questions 
may occur in October when, according to several reports, a Central Committee 
plenum will be convened. Among the possible tasks of the plenum would be 
to select new Politburo members to fill the now numerous vacancies, and to 
approve the draft of a new party constitution which would remove Lin as 
successor-designate. Following the plenum, the next order of business 


would probably be to convene the long-delayed National People's Congress(NPC), 
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perhaps before the end of the year. 

The tasks ahead will not be easy. The party plenum, when it is con- 
vened, will bring together individuals representing many divergent interests. 
They may collide on any number of questions affecting their personal power; 
and though the succession to Mao and Chou may not be inscribed on the saenda, rt 
will be very much on everyone's mind. 

Indeed, it seems likely that only if a satisfactory degree of unity 
can be achieved at the plenum will the regime move ahead to an NPC. The 
party meeting could result in no more than a papering over of leadership 
differences and the appointment of some rather innocuous choices (less 
active oldsters) to the Politburo and military command. Even this, however, 
would provide welcome evidence of the alignment of forces in a China still 
presided over by Mao and,, hopefully, a somewhat better basis than we have 
now for assessing the prospects for stability after Mao's passing. 
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